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REMARKS 



Formal matters 

Mease motes the specification refers to the claims by claim number. Upon allowance, if 
the numbering of the claims is changed, the specification will need to be changed also. 

The specification previously incorporated by reference a foreign patent document 
published in German. The specification has been changed to refer to the corresponding U. S. 
patent number. 

The title has been changed to make it more descriptive of the invention. 

The abstract has been amended as requested by the Examiner. 

Claims 1 and 4 have been amended to correct the objections under section 1 12. 
Applicants respectfully submit that the rejections ought better to have been phrased as 
objections, rather than rejections, because tie changes requested were not necessary to an 
understanding of the claim, but merely relate to claim drafting tradition. Applicants respectfully 
submit that the scope of the claims has not been changed by the amendments. 

The holding of allowable subject matter claim 4 is gratefully acknowledged. Claims 3 
and 4 been amended to incorporate the Kmitations of claim 1. This should make at least claim 4 
allowable. Applicants respectfully submit that the scope of these claims has not been changed by 
the amendments. 
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Art rejection.! 

The ait rejections are respectfully traversed. 

With respect to claim 1, the Examiner has said that reference numeral 23 in Kato 
indicatesaloading mechanism ^.^^^t+^^m*..**,** 
by the Examiner, element 23 is described in column eleven, lines 22-26 of Kato. This section 
fc^tod^» ii . d ^«^ |l ^ alii ^ AccordmglytheIevers 
24 and 25 appear to be rekted to a driving mechanism &r spinmng » e clisc, not a bad>unload 
mechanism, U not for transporting the disk By contrast, Applicants' claim 1 recites at least 
one movable scanning lever included in a mechanism for loading and unloading the information 
plate. Applicants respectfully submit that detection mechanisms in a driver that spins an 
information plate, per Kato, fail to teach or suggest detection mechanisms in a load/unload 
mechanism per Applicants' claim 1. 

With respect to the rejection of claim 3, the combination of Kato and Kawasaki seems 
far-fetched. Even though both concern a disc reading device, Kawasaki teaches how to determine 
the position of the optical head, while Kato relates to position of a disc. Applicants respectfully 
submit that a person skilled in the art of designing a loading mechanism for an information plate, 
per claim 3, would not combine these two documents. 

Further with respect to claim 3, the Examiner points to the optical position sensor 10b of 
Kawasaki. This sensor is said, in the portion of Kawasaki pointed to by the Examiner, to be a 
linear encoder of an optical type in the section referred to by the Examiner. However claim 3 
recites "an electronic encoder^" [emphasis added]. Applicants are unable to find 
anywhere in Kawasaki where the eOlement 10b is said to operate as a switch. 
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Accordingly, Applicants respectfully submit that the Examiner has not made a prima 
facie case against claims 1 and 3. 

Applicants respectfully submit that they have answered each issue raised by the Examiner 
and that the application is accordingly in condition for allowance. Allowance is therefore 
respectfully requested. 



CERTIFICATE OF MATT TWO 



Respectfully submitted, 




Comrmeaicmer for Patent* 

P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria VA 22313-1450 




On 

By. 



(date) 
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TeL no. 914-332-1019 
Fax no. 914-332-7719 
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MARKED UP VERSION OF CLAIMS 
and unloading the information plate (1 ), 




in that the loading mechanism comprises at least one movable scanning lever (5) for 

detecting [the] a position of the information plate (1), which lever is designed to contact 
the plate edge of the information plate (1), and 
in that a position sensor is provided for supplying position information on the position of the 
information plate (1) in dependence on the position of the scanning lever (5). 

3. (amended) [A device as claimed in claim 1] A device for r.,^ ^^ ion ^ nn M 
fetoat Whtte (1), and/or writing inform^ ™ ^ ^ t im f i > 

« loading mechanism for l 0 ^rn C jmdu nloadhm the in fen-th- r i-» f i) ^ 
l east one movahle mmfa leyer ( % ) for ^ r rin r ti Position of th, fr*™^ r , nTr f , ) ^ 
jever is designed to contact the plate edge nf th* fafe^.^ plate m and 

a position senior for ^B Blvfag^ation inform^ ^ tl,» p rteition of ^ iwforniatl - m 
P . lated) in dependence on the positm* nf the nciiimin ff Uy^ f <y 

/6haracterized] ^) 

In that the position sensor is constructed as an electronic encoder switch, and 

C\My DooraiaiuVAimeMeaal |^e«\Phfl4 >S \ I jraecutio D \d99028 - amddoc 



Received from < 914 332 7719 > at 1/27/03 1 : 52:47 pm [Eastern Daylight Time] 



M~»y 27 Q3 Q2;niir» 



flnno Sarschal 1 



9 14-332-7719 




the position of the information plate (1). 

ElB&aajaJ aKwimg; pi, t ^ mum ot, H |nTr p) 

characterized 

wtth grooves forthe edge of the information plate (1), 

in that one of the guides is constructed as a transport wheel (2) wAiich [can be driven] is. 
driyabls into rotation and the other guide as a roller element (3), 

in that the pivoting levers (4a, 4c) are coupled to one another, 

mthatthetransp^^^ 
agamsttheplateedge^ 

in that the roller element (3) is joumalcd so as to be rotatable though an angular range 
and is prestressed against a stop under spring force. 
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MARKED UP VERSION OF ABSTRACT 

Hl» tendon relates,. .] A devioe fer rcdtag hfo^ ^ „ „ 

H. UMk. k etocer^d ta fc, thej a* ^ (conil)rlsesJ 
^ " ^ * « - <» «» *— « *. P**. of 0,e i*™*. 

scanning lever (5). 



[Fig. 1] 



Received from < 914 332 771S > at 5/27/03 1:52:47 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] 



n 




• 



May 27 03 02:0Lp 



Rnne Barschall 



914-332-7719 



MARKED UP VERSION OF CHANGES TO SPECIFICATION 
Page 3, lines 11-13 

Such a loading mechanism is described in detail in [the publication EP 0742SS8] 
U.S» Patent number 6,463.025 BL which is expressly deemed to be incorporated into the 
disclosure of the present application. 
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